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From Young Man’s Coffee-Lou/e, 
January 12. 


HERE is no Name in 
Converfition to be fo 
much «¢ {pis'd as a Selt- 

interefted and Ambitious 

Man. I had this Mor- 

ning the Fate to meet with two Per 
fons of fuch a Ten sabia fe Num. 
ber is indeed difperfs d, like Cater- 
pillass, in ail (uarters, and to be 
feen in moft Companies. I under 
ftood one of thefe Gentlemen went 
for a Statefman, the other for 
= ithor, Ltook them to task f{epa- 
tely ; the firft I begun to reafon 
with was my Pol | itict n. | charged 
him home with the ul Praéticcs he 
committed. J told him fome People 
in publick Poits were morcenary 
as Soldi ersin Purfuit o nder.and 


an 


as 
t Plu 
that Slaves were more dilinter: {ted 


great 


han many who are poffcfs'd « 
Employs: For they are always rea- 


dy to beg new Honours and greater 
Penfions, to complain of the Small. 
nefs of their Rei mpences, to parti 
cularize their Services to murmur 
itethey are torgotren, while others 
are thought on. By furly and auda- 
cious Proceedings they il manifelt 
their Difcontent. and threaten to re- 
tire imagining they have the 
greateft Right to demand exorbitant. 
Rewards, ir Matter isa 
King, and the Publick will never 
come to want, though they, like 
famifh’d Leeches, are continually 
fucking. You perhaps will fay (faid 
]) fome are ruined in their Prince’s 
Service, and that their Lands and 
Houfes are under an Execution. 
Thefe are not Examples of their 
Dilinrereflednefs. ’Tis not Zeal for 
heir Country,but a mercenary Tem- 
per, or their Grandure and Debau- 
chery, v hich have been the Source 
of their Misfortunes. Their Miftake 
is, they think that if they appear at 

or inthe Army, with noble 


3 T Equi- 


3 a S 


1 
becaufe th 
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Equipages, they hall the ae 
come to Preferment ; and at laft, 
they are ruined, it is not for the Ad i 
vantage of the Publick,bur to gratitic 
the Gayery of their Humour, and 
other particular Pathons. ‘This 
told him, put me in mind of 
Aviftidess and Fabricii, who were 
ood Examp! s of an unmercenary 
Spirit: For after ‘they had pofleti'd 
the great t p O its 5, and fpe ent all their 
Lite in a wond lerful F ruga ity, had 
hardly any thing to leave their Chil 
dren; but where are {uch now to 
be found? Upon this Difcourfe I 
© bferved fuch an Air of Fire kindled 
in the Gentleman's Countenance, 


that I durft not intslt any longer up- 
on the Subject. 
and fell into Difpute 


t leftmy Politician, 
with my Au- 
thor. It is ftrange ({aid I) her Men 
of Learning cannot cure themi{tlves 
of this common Diltemper: For 
fince the Court andthe Army are to 
fome the Schools of Ambition and 
Luxury, and confequently of Cove- 
tou{nefs ; I rold him it was no won- 
der that Scholars teach Men to do 
nothing Grats, and to delire large 
Recompences for their Pains. This 
Humour is not eafy to be fatisfed, 
without boating of what is done, 
and complaining of the want of a 
juft Reward. It is to be lamented 
that Study and the Profeilion of 
Learning fhould not have taught 
Men the Prudence to avoid fo much 
Oltentation of their Labours, and 
to torbear Complaints of the mcan- 
nefs of their Fortune. If he were the 
only Author of fuch a Conduét, 
there would be no occafion for him 
to be concern’d atir; but the Mit 
chief of it was, thay be had copicd 


out agreat Number of Writets. and 
bund ince had traaferib d from him; 

i was an Injury to the Mutes, 
lepriv'd them of the Glory they 

th uld enjoy upon account of in- 
fpiring their Votaries with a true 
Generolity, a noble Contempt otf 
Riches, and ae ubli k Premium:, 
You'll fay, you are like other Men, 
and no lefs fubject co Ambition and 
Avarice, the two 2. de -mical Difea- 
{-s of a human He Tis certain, 
that the Delire of living at eafe, by 
means of a good Revenue, is not the 


only reafon of your Boaftings and 


cs a All that can be faid 
upon the whole is, Pride has a good 
art in it ; and you fancy that the 
“roe k will have a greater Efteem 
for your Perfon an your Works, 
when “tis known you are prefer’d, 
and rewarded for them; but there 
isa great Mifreckoning. ” Some pri- 
vate Perfons, | own, may be furpri- 
zed by this exterior Shew, and im- 
pofe on themfelves with thefe Falla- 
cies. Such an Author has got noble 
Employs, and rides in his Coach ; 
therefore he has a great deal of Me- 
rit, and his Works are valuable; but 
People are feldom catch’d thus, "and 
however ‘tis a Charm but of fhort 
Continuance. Pofterity judge of 
Books by the Books themfelves. I 
thes Pareg good. th ey are not defpi sd, 
though it fh oul ld be related at the 
beginning of the Preface, that the 
Author died with Hunger. If they 
are bad, they are re} -cted, not with- 
ftanding i it th wuld appear in the very 
Title that the Author was a Knight 
ora Peer. Upon thefe hacth Refle- 
ctions, my Sratefman a my Au- 
thot were mightily incenfed ; | wag 
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forced to make my Retreat by the 
way of the Back-Dour, and leave 
them to confider, whether Thad ex- 
ceeded the Bounds of Truth, or 
charged Crimes upon any but the 
Guilty. 





From Toothill-Fields, Fanwary 13. 


Have taken Notice in my Re- 

marks of late, that the fenfelefs 
Part of the World are fo miftaken 
in their Tafte of Pleafure, that the 
beautifulleft Life is counted the moft 
unhappy. It is wonderful that Men 
fhou!d drefs up their Fancies in falfe 
Difgutfes, andtake Pleafure in fee- 
ing themfelves deceived by the ligh- 
tet Vanities. Since this Tyrannical 
Humour has gain’d Plate fo much 


in our Minds, we run upon the moft 
daring Adventures, for Prizes that 


are not worth embracing. Pafling 
over thefe Fields this Day, I efpyd 
at adiftance the Shadow of a Man, 
as I thought, making towards me 
with a flow Motion. I could not 
for fome time welldifcern whether it 
were a real Subftance og,not, the Ob- 
jeét appear'd fo very defpicable. But 
looking more earneftly, I found that 
it was my Pupil, a Gentleman of 
about Twenty two Years of Age. 
J told him he was certainly one of 
the moft alter’'d Perfons living. ‘I 
hop’d he had not reduc’d himfeif by 
extravagant Courfes, to that mean 
Condition his Habit difcover'd. Sir 
Heifier (faid he) I will give youa 
brief account of my Undoing. _I fell 
into the Acquaintance of one Juftice 
Trice, an elderly Gentleman in the 
Country, extremely well kaown a- 


bout the Town. This Perfon took 
the Liberty which he fiid the Zeal 
he had for my Welfare gave him 
claim to. He aflured me that he 
obferved fome part of my Behaviour 
which would lead me into Error, 
What made you (fiid he) take No- 
tice of Sir Andrew,that Young Rake, 
when you fhould have been bent up- 
on Bulinefs, and in your Library. I 
feigned a great many Excufes, bur 
betray'd my fclf the more in difco- 
vering my innate Innocency. He 
goes on, Nay, Sir, do not be trou- 
bled that I take Notice of your Inte 
reft, my Refpect for you obliges 
me to it; for though you are in part 
a Stranger to me, Ihave a near re- 
gard for the Prefervation of your 
Morals. He had hardly exprefs’d 
this Kindncf8, when Sir Andrew, 
whom | had been in Company with 
but twice, came up to us, and ask’d 
the Juftice whether he would go and 
take a Bottle of his Wine. The old 
Gentleman wink’d to give him an 
Item, that he fhould not difcover 
they knew each other. My 
Thoughts ran all thatDay and Night 
upon this Intrigue. 1 wondered he 
could be fo confident as to admonifh 
one he was hardly acquainted with, 
and forewarn him keeping Compa- 
ny with a Perfon who was his Fa- 
miliar. However, this ill Opinion 
vanifh’d, I was fo weak fighted as to 
believe that a good Man might be 
acquainted with a Sharper. I never 
fhew’d my Refcntments to the Ju- 
Rice, but ftill in all publick Places 
appeard with him, who eafily ob- 
ferved my Love for his Converfation, 
rook an Advantage of my eafie Tem- 
pcr ; and one Evening after ] had 

been 
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been walking, would needs take me 
ro an Entertainment at a Tavern. 
When we were there, Sir Andrew's 
Voice was heard in the next Room. 
This brought into my Head againa 
thoufind Jealoulics that there was 
fumething of a Delign upon me more 
than ordinary ; but Plenty of Wine 
and a good Supper carried off all 
thefeé Thoughts, afd I muft necds 
have Sir Andrew call’d in, though I 
knew he was as far from being a 
Knight, as I was fromthe Title of 
a Prince. Here the Jultice renew’d 
his Friendfhip to me He faid, the 
Veneration he had for the Memory 
of my Parents. who were gone to 
Reft, obliged him to it. He told me 
he often vifited their —Tomb, and 
could fCarce forbear when he faw ir, 


dropping a Tear upon the Marble, 
He went on with much Shew of Af- 
fc€tion, and perfwaded me to come 


with him to Londen, A tew Days 
after our Arrival 1 was offered a 
Wife who went for a great Fortune. 
Her Beauty give my Mind a warm 
Delire to throw my felf intothe Stare 
of Matrimony, without enquiring 
into her Reputation. In this Heat 
of Love the old Hypocrite, with the 
Gravity of atender Father, anda 
true Friend.call’d me into his Clofer, 
I could obferve in his Approach the 
Perplexity which attends a Man big 
with Delign; but when he enter’d 
with my Miftrefs. my Heare flew 
towards her, and I forgot the Trick 
they intended to put upon me; as 
believing the Enjoyment of her Per- 
fon would counter-ballance all other 
bad Accidents. This threw my Eyes 
‘upon her with fuch Tendernefs, as 
gave the Juftice Power to tell me; 


Sir, you"ll wonder I am fo expediti- 
ous in appointing to Morrow Mor- 
ning for the Wedding-Day ; I have 
folid Reafons for wharI do, You 
mutt ask no Queftions till the happ 
Moment is over. | apprehend you'll 
miftruft my Fidelity by reafon. ot 
this {peedy way of running Matters 
to a Period , but by Heaven and all 
that ts facred, my Intentions are for 
yourAdvantage,and I recover Power 
to fay, that the Confternation I am 
in isfor fear of having all broke off 
by your Denial. He faw me in fome 
Diforder, as he himfelt feem’d to be, 
which may be attributed ro the fame 
Caufe: For he could not be in more 
hafte for bringing things to aff Iflue, 
than Il was. The next Day all our 
Affairs were effe€tually concluded, 
andin lefs rhanthree Months I was 
prevail dupon to fell my Eftate,which 
was no fooncr done, but my Bride, 
the Old Juftice, and Sir 4adrew went 
off with the whole Boery. This was 
not the worlt of my Mieforrunes : 
Formy new-married Spoufe infeéted 
me with’ the common Difeafe, and 
left me Debts of Two thoufand 
Pounds to pa, for which I was con- 
fin’d, and am but juft now releas’d 
from Prifon. in the Condition you 
fee me. I told him 1 was forry that 
the Labours of a whole Age fhould 
be deftroyed, and the Purpofes 
of a good Education fhipwrack’d : 
For (faid 1) your Father was a long 
time raking together the Treafure 
you have careleflyrhrown away. The 
unfortunate Man turn'd from me 
with an Air of deep Melancholly, as 
one who had abandon’d Picty, Reli- 
gion and Reafon. 


THE 





